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Welcome to the New 

Sparkling Waters! 

Thanks to Joe Pavlick 

for putting this to-

gether.  

 

NESOWEA has been 

very active in the last 

year. We will contin-

ue to be active and 

expand our educa-

tional opportunities 

for the Section in 

2024. Adding the 

Hands-on Collections was a suc-

cess. Soon we will be adding other 

half day opportunities. The Student 

Design Competition is back. We 

are always looking to expand our 

ability to do more and cover topics 

relevant to you as Operators, Me-

chanics, Analysts, and Engineers.  

 

We cannot do much without our 

corporate sponsors. Please recog-

nize the companies that have 

helped keep these educational op-

portunities affordable for all, and in 

some cases free.  

 

 

The NESOWEA Scholarship is 

available in the spring of 2024. This 

scholarship is funded by the Sec-

tion through the 50/50 raffles and 

the great Biomassters golfing 

event.  

The Executive Committee is excit-

ed to see contact hour scanning 

come back for the January and Feb-

ruary events in Richfield.  

 

We are always trying to make the 

events relevant and more conven-

ient for the membership. Our free 

Innovation seminar is coming up 

and if you have ideas for a presen-

tation, please feel free to contact 

us.  

 

I hope that you all have a Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

I want to shout out to all of you 

that will be working on the holi-

days and give my thanks for what 

all of you do this time of year.  

 

Be Safe,  

Steve Baytos    

President’s Corner 

“We are always 

trying to make the 

events relevant and 

more convenient for 

the membership. 

Our free Innovation 

seminar is coming 

up and if you have 

ideas for a 

presentation, please 

feel free to contact 

us” 
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The NESOWEA Young Pro-

fessionals (YP) group had a 

chance to tour the Crown 

Water Treatment (CWTP) 

Plant in Westlake, OH. The 

CWTP services Cleveland’s 

westside including western 

and southwestern suburbs. 

The operating capacity of 

the treatment plant is 112 

million gallons per day and 

is the only water plant in 

the City with its own biosol-

ids handling and NPDES 

permit. There were over 30 

YP operators and engineers 

from across northeast Ohio 

who attended the tour. A 

happy hour at Rocky River 

Brewery was sponsored by 

NESOWEA and Arcadis 

after the tour.  

 
Moving forward the YP 

committee members are 

planning quarterly events, 

so look out for notices! Po-

tential tours include Fat-

head Brewery, Mack Pre-

cast, Lindsey Precast, and 

Cargill Deicing Technology, 

all of which will be conclud-

ed with a happy hour. 

If you would like 

to be added to 

the Young Profes-

sional email list, 

or have any ideas 

for future Young 

Professional op-

portunities or 

events, please 

reach out to com-

mittee chairs Tan-

ner Adair 

(Robert.Adair@aecom.com) and 

Doug Deitzel 

(doug_dietzel@cityoflorain.org). 

 

The NESOWEA Executive Committee hosted our Annual Business Meeting and Plant Tours on 
Thursday, May 18th in Akron, OH. Our members had an amazing day touring the Akron Water Rec-
lamation Facility (WRF) and the Ohio Canal Interceptor (OCI) Tunnel.  

The 27-foot diameter OCI tunnel measures 6,240 
feet in length, prevents an average of 467 million 
gallons of combined sewer flow from local water-
ways in a typical year, thereby improving the wa-
ter quality of our local waterways for generations 
to come. Special thanks to the City of Akron and 
R Shea Brewing for hosting and Steve Baytos for 
organizing an outstanding event!   

Young Professionals Crown Water Treatment Plant Tour 

May Annual Business Meeting 
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We had a big turnout yesterday at the NESOWEA Fall Section Meeting and 

Plant Tours. Thanks to Michael Ritter Jr and his team at the County of Summit, 

Ohio Upper Tuscara-

was Water Reclama-

tion Facility Plant 36 

for leading the plant 

tours and showcasing 

the recent BNR up-

grades at their facility. 

Thank you to our 

speakers from ms 

consultants, inc., An-

ser Advisory and En-

dress+Hauser Group 

our deepest gratitude to 

the incredible individuals 

who have led NESOWEA 

and the Ohio Water En-

vironment Association 

with passion, dedication, 

and unwavering commit-

ment. To our past presi-

dents, we say THANK 

YOU! 

 

Your vision, guidance, 

and countless hours of 

The NESOWEA 

Executive Com-

mittee Members 

and Committee 

Chairs had a 

great time with 

our Past Presi-

dents and Past 

Treasurers at 

our Annual 

Meeting on Friday, De-

cember 1st. We express 

service have laid the 

foundation upon which 

we stand tall today. We 

wouldn't be where we 

are, making a positive 

impact in our water in-

dustry, without your 

leadership. 

 

#OWEA #NESOWEA 

#ThankYou 
#PastPresidents 

Fall Section Meeting 

Past Presidents Luncheon 
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Michael Ritter Jr 
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Joe Leson Jake Pierko 

ms consultants 

Denny Murphy 

Anser Advisory 

Evelina Rickeviciute  

Endress+Hauser USA  



The NESOWEA Executive 

Committee hosted our An-

nual Collections Systems 

Hands-On Seminar on Thurs-

day, October 19th at the Ak-

ron Water Reclamation Facil-

ity (WRF). We had a good 

turnout and our members 

received four (4) contact 

hours for this event. Thanks 

to Sven Wiberg, Don Gal-

limore and Steve Baytos for 

organizing another outstand-

ing event!   

 

Collections Systems 
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Thursday, October 19, 2023 – Northeast Section 

Host:     City of Akron Water Reclamation Facility 

Registration: Akron Sewer Maintenance Facility 
___ 

Presentations: 
8:30 - 9:15 

9:15 - 10:00 

10:00 - 10:15 

10:15 - 11:00 

11:00 - 11:45 

11:45 - 12:30 

12:30 - 1:30 

United Trench Shoring

Pump Station Design, Operations & Maintenance 

Break (Coffee, water, juice, soda, snacks)  

Pump Station Rehabilitation 

Small SCADA 

Box Lunch (Diamond Deli) 

Inside The Pump Station - Instrumentation Best Practices 

Andy Cirata 

United Trench Shoring 
Dan Hurlbert 
Advanced Rehabilitation Tech-

Ed Stanish 

Bergren 

Mohit “Mo” Mangliani, 

ABB 
Ted Bennet 
Jones & Henry Engineers



Supervisors and Ethics Seminar 
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John Gonzalez 

Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District 

James Cooper 

Arcadis 

Desmond Cullimore 

Cullimore Law Firm 

Bill Zawiski 

Ohio EPA 

The NESOWEA water professionals had an amazing 

time at the 2023 Supervisors and Ethics Seminar on 

Thursday, November 2 at Brushwood Pavilion in Fur-

nace Run Metro Parks in Richfield, OH. The presenta-

tions on innovative topics from AI to Ethics to leader-

ship to the importance of social media were all 

thought-provoking and inspiring.   

We learned so much about practical applications and 

barriers for implementing artificial intelligence (AI) 

and machine learning (ML) in the water industry, eth-

ics case studies for Ohio Professional Engineers (PEs), 

effective leadership during emergency when the inci-

dent gathered national attention and misinformation 

was spreading like a wildfire, and how to use social 

media to actively engage with public and bring aware-

ness about sewers, water quality, and become the 

most popular sewer utility with followers from across 

the country.   

Thank you to our speakers John Gonzalez at NE-

ORSD, Jim Cooper at Arcadis, Bill Zawiski at Ohio 

EPA and Desmond Cullimore at The Cullimore Law 

Firm and our members for making this seminar such a 

success.   



Upcoming Events 
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The Pretreatment/Industrial Waste Subcommittee has been hard at work planning the 2024 Industrial Wastes Seminar that will be held on 

February 15th at the Quality Inn & Suites in Richfield.  We are working on the final agenda, but preliminarily presentation topics will include 

an Ohio EPA Update, What POTWs Need to Know About PFAS, Cybersecurity, Alternative Energy Options, Fats, Oils and Grease, Industrial 

Water Reuse, and Stormwater Permitting and Pollution Prevention.  The seminar will be submitted for 6.25 contact hours and will have 

various exhibitors available to discuss their product offerings.  Historically, this event has sold out quickly, so be sure to register early.  The 

subcommittee is always looking for anyone interested in joining our group, so if interested pleasereach out to me or anyone on the executive 

committee.  Happy holidays to everyone and we will see you in 2024! 

Scott Broski 

Chair, Pretreatment/Industrial Wastes Subcommittee 

Superintendent of Environmental Services, NEORSD 

broskis@neorsd.org 

Industrial Wastes Seminar 

2024 Collection Systems Workshop  - Call for Abstracts Now Open 

Page 8 Sparkling Waters 

Call for Abstracts - Ohio Water Environment Association (ohiowea.org) 

mailto:broskis@neorsd.org
https://www.ohiowea.org/call_for_abstracts.php
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Inside Story Headline 

Scholarship Research Paper 

Submit a research paper with a minimum of 700 words describing Innovative Technologies in 

Wastewater Treatment. 

The goal of this requirement is for applicants to learn more about how they can protect our environ-

ment through research and then demonstrate what they learned through the paper they write. Appli-

cants should strive to select one or two related topics and present their information to a reasonable 

depth of understanding rather than referencing many different topics with little depth.  

Applicants are expected to do research on their topic and present their information in an organized 

format including an introduction, section titles and a conclusion. All information that is learned or used 

from a source must have that source cited in the very paragraph it is included. All references should 

also be listed on a separate page at the end of the paper, including the page number from which the 

information was obtained. All internet sources must include the complete, exact website address and 

the date retrieved. 

Completed essays are to be submitted electronically by April 5, 2024, to Stephen Baytos at 

sbaytos@akronohio.gov. Essays are to be submitted in a Microsoft Word compatible format, Times 
New Roman, 12-point font, and double spaced. In the review process, all essays will be elec-

tronically submitted to a plagiarism checking software to verify content integrity. 

Complete Scholarship Applications found on the NESOWEA.org website are to be submitted at the same  time as the Re-

search Paper in a separate Email attachment.  

https://www.viethconsulting.com/members/form.php?orgcode=OWEA&fid=4648167 
An unrelated example paper is provided for clarification and suggested organization, cita-

tion and referencing. 

https://www.ohiowea.org/docs/2021_Scholarship_Sample_Research_Paper.pdf 

Scholarship awardees and those receiving Honorable Mentions will be recognized at the 

NESOWEA Annual Business Meeting Lunch in May. Any questions can be directed to Ste-

phen Baytos at sbaytos@akronohio.gov. 
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OWEA Coursework Attendance Report 

If you lost or misplaced the OWEA training receipt (yellow sheet) for attending the NESOWEA and 

OWEA section meetings and/or workshops, following are step-by-step instructions for generating a 

coursework attendance report consisting of continuing education credits or professional development 

hours (PDHs) you accrued for documentation. 
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Do you have an interesting topic of project to share? 

Tell us about it and possibly have your story featured in a future edition 

of  Sparkling Waters! 

Email Joe Pavlick (jpavlick@ctconsultants.com) for more details 

The Next Edition of Sparkling Waters is expected Spring 2024 

Sparkling Waters 

Northeast Section - Ohio Water 
Environment Association 

(ohiowea.org)  

Hello, NESOWEA Outreach Committee is always looking to go to events 

where we educate people about our industry or recruit others. We have a 

water and wastewater model that shows the entire cycle. Career fairs, 

STEM days, environmental events, or any others. Please contact Steve Bay-

tos to get it on the schedule. 

Outreach Committee 

Publications Committee 

https://www.ohiowea.org/northeast_section.php
https://www.ohiowea.org/northeast_section.php
https://www.ohiowea.org/northeast_section.php

