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Following our summer activities – the Annual Conference and the Friends and 
Family Day - the SEOWEA Executive Committee is now starting to focus on 
providing our membership more opportunities to become involved with preservation 
and enhancement of Ohio’s most precious resource…water. We should encourage 
more participation in our committees and meetings. Leaders of committee activities 
will need to have time to commit to this worthwhile endeavor. Other members must 
also be able to work closely on these committees to support existing programs and 
promotion of initiatives. A continuation of interesting field trips, good food, and 
valuable technical sessions should be essential in maintaining our meeting 
attendance and for providing in-service professional training.

At SEOWEA meetings we will continue to feature presentations on standard topics 
such as pretreatment, biosolids management, operation/maintenance, design of 
wastewater treatment facilities, and sanitary sewer systems, while adding relevant 
and timely topics such as programs to monitor and assess surface waters, and 
processes to set permit limitations for meeting Ohio’s water quality goals. Other 
topics should include storm water and other non-point sources of pollution, Section 
404 water quality permits through the Army Corps of Engineers, and Section 401 
certifications through Ohio EPA Division of Surface Water for dredge and fill 
activities.

It is a recognized fact that only regulating point source dischargers will not be 
sufficient to restore impaired or threatened water bodies. A holistic watershed 
approach is necessary to mitigate the effects of dredge and fill projects and non-point 
source runoff - including storm water and home sewage systems. Total Maximum 
Daily Load (TMDL) reports are being developed, which are quantitative assessments 
of water quality problems and contributing sources of pollution in watersheds. They 
will specify the amount of pollutant reductions required to meet the Ohio Water 
Quality Standards; allocate where pollutant reductions will take place; and provide 
the basis for taking actions that are needed for restoration.

The State Water Quality Management (WQM) Plan is being updated to incorporate 
the results of TMDL reports. Ohio EPA is the lead agency for counties within 
SEOWEA jurisdiction. Management Agencies (MAs), which may be political 
subdivisions or other entities, will be designated to accept specific water pollution 
abatement and control responsibilities under the WQM Plan. Based upon population 
projections and comprehensive land use planning, MAs will use their legal authority, 
financial resources and technical ability to implement certain wastewater 
management options within 20 years or less, as prescribed in the WQM Plan.

-Bill McCarthy, SEOWEA President
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Upcoming Events
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Contact Hour Listing
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Operator Training
Page 6

Delegate’s Report
Page 7

September 19-20, 2006
OWEA Operations 
Committee Seminar 
(Columbus)

October 12, 2006
Section Meeting 
(Theme: Plant 
Operations/Watershed)

October 22 – 25, 2006
WEFTEC, Dallas Texas

November 14, 2006
Hands-on Collection Systems 
Workshop
(Columbus)
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President
William McCarthy
Bird & Bull, Engineers and Surveyors
(614) 761-1661
bmccarthy@birdbull.com

Vice President
Jim Hays
Malcolm Pirnie
(614) 430-2627
jhays@pirnie.com

2nd Vice President
Paul Matrka
Smith Environmental, Inc.
(614) 876-7318
PAUL@GO-SMITH.com

Treasurer (year 2 of 2)
Greg Otey
URS Corporation
(614) 464-4500
greg_otey@urscorp.com

Secretary
Mike Frommer
SW Licking County
Water & Sewer District
(740) 927-0410
mfrommer@swlcws.com

First-year Director
Stephen Elliott
City of Marietta
(740) 373-3858
steveelliott@mariettaoh.net

Second-year Director
Bryan Curry
City of Newark
(740) 349-6768
bcurry@newarkohio.net

Third-year Director
Tyler Linton
Great Lakes Environmental Center
(614) 487-1040
tlinton@glec.com

Past President
Brad Stanton
City of Delaware 
Department of Public Utilities
(740) 362-5645
bstanton@delawareohio.net

State Delegate
Dale Kocarek
R.D. Zande & Associates
(614) 486-4383
dalekocarek@zande.com
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Awards –
Collection System –
Government Affairs –
Industrial Affairs –
Laboratory Analysis –
Membership –
Nominating –
Personnel Education –
Plant Operations –
Pretreatment –
Program –
Public Education –
Publications –
Residuals Management –
Safety –
Watershed –
Young Professionals –
OTCO Trustee -

Mike Frommer
Volunteer needed
Volunteer needed
Volunteer needed
Volunteer needed
Paul Matrka
Volunteer needed
Volunteer needed
Volunteer needed
Volunteer needed
Jim Hays
Volunteer needed
Tiffany Babinsky
Volunteer needed
Volunteer needed
Tyler Linton
Volunteer needed
Gary Hickman"
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Committee Updates
Collections Committee

The Collections Committee 
completed the much 
anticipated Best Practices 
Manual.  The manual is 
currently on sale for $35.00.  
Contact Gary Hickman at 
(614) 645-3138 or 
glhickman@columbus.gov
for additional information or 
to purchase.

The Collections Committee 
is presenting a Hands-on 
Workshop on November 14, 
2006 in Columbus.  The 
topic will be Improved 
Collections System 
Operations.  Please see 
page three for registration 
information.

The SEOWEA President requests volunteers to serve on the 
following committees.  Open positions are noted.  If interested,
please contact Bill McCarthy at bmccarthy@birdbull.com.



Hands-On Workshop 2006

Sponsored by the Collections 
System Committee and OWEA

IMPROVING COLLECTIONS 
SYSTEMS OPERATIONS

When & Where:
November 14, 2006, Columbus

Contact:
Bob Ellinger at (614) 645-7378 / rlellinger@columbus.gov

Location:
Columbus Sewer Maintenance Operations Center
1250 Fairwood Avenue
Columbus, Ohio 43206

Program (times subject to change):

8:00-8:25 Registration and Refreshments

8:25-8:30 Opening Comments

8:30 – 9:00 Operator’s Challenge

9:00-10:00 Emergency Bypass Pumping
Dick Gossett, Allied Pumps

10:00-10:15 Coffee Break / Networking

10:15-11:15 PACP (Pipeline Assessment and Certification Training)

John Schroeder, CDM
Ed Kelly, C&K Industries
Bob Gow, NEORSD

11:15-12:00 LUNCH

12:00-1:00 Collections Systems and Lab Interaction

1:00-2:00 Vacuum Excavation

2:00 Closing Comments

COST: $20.00 (includes lunch and refreshments)
This workshop is being submitted for 4 and ½contact  hours

Meeting Schedule
See insert for details on the 
section meeting scheduled 
for October 12, 2006
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1.0
0.5

0.5
0.5

0.5

S428698
S428695

S428687
S426041

S428661

� Tour of St. Clarisville WWTP
� ORSANCO’s Ohio River Valley Pollution 

Control Standards
� LTCP Development for CSO Communities
� USEPA Long-Term Control plan – An 

Introduction (revision as per OEPA)
� LTCP Review for Communities in SE Ohio

St. ClairsvilleMay 18, 
2006

1.5

0.75

1.25

0.5

S426754

S426758

S426761

S378274

� Better Activated Sludge Process Control 
through Better Understanding

� Anaerobic Sludge Digestion – Operation and 
Control

� Panel Discussion of O&M Manual 
Development and Use

� Certification Challenge Exercise

City of ColumbusApr 13, 2006

1.0

0.5
0.5
0.5

0.5

S425233

S425237
S425241
S425344

S406151

� Coca-Cola (syrup) Bottling Process/Pre-
treatment Tour

� Zenon Zee Weed Membrane Ultrafiltration
� New FOG Program – City of Columbus
� OEPA Compliance Assistance Program 

Opportunity
� OEPA Pollution Prevention Services

City of ColumbusFeb 9, 2006

0.5
0.5
0.5
0.75

S418946
S418949
S418954
S419489

� Monday Creek Water Quality/TMDL
� Monday Creek Restoration for AMD
� MWCD History and Responsibilities
� Scioto Reserve WWTP & Spray Irrigation 

Disposal System Operation and Design 
(Short Version)

City of 
Nelsonville

Oct 13, 2005

0.5
1.5
0.5

S418933
S418940
S418943

� Village of Shawnee WWTP Tour
� Monday Creek Watershed Reclamation Tour
� Village of New Straitsville WWTP Tour

Perry CountyOct 13, 2005

1.0
1.0
1.0
1.0

S415970
S415980
S415990
S416242

� Root Control
� FOG Control is not about Changing Weather
� Trench Safety
� Operations Influence Design

OWEA Hands-
on: City of 
Columbus 
SMOC

Sep 13, 2005

2.0
1.0
0.5

0.5

S412696
S412699
S397612

S408880

� City of Marietta WWTP Tour
� Introduction to WWTP Stress Testing
� Op Challenge: Utilize Training Program for 

Better Operators
� The I/I Toolbox

City of MariettaMay 19, 
2005

1.5

0.5

1.0

S410998

S411219

S412662

� Southwest Licking Community WSD – ECF 
Tour

� Sycamore Creek Water Reclamation Facility 
Tour

� Tussing Road Water Reclamation Facility 
Tour

Licking & 
Fairfield County

Apr 14, 2005

1.5
0.5

0.75

1.0

S406137
S406144

S406151

S376161

� Scotts Manufacturing Facility Tour
� Aircraft De-icing WWT/De-icing at Columbus 

Airport
� OEPA Pretreatment Program Issues –

Marysville Local Limits Development
� Nutrient Profiling: Chemical Process Control

City of MarysvilleFeb 10, 2005

HOURSCOURSE #COURSE NAMELOCATIONDATE
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The Ohio EPA recently sent out operator certification renewal notifications for license holders with certificates 
due to expire on December 31, 2006.  For those of you that attended SEOWEA Section technical sessions and 
tours during 2005 and 2006, the SE Section contact hour course summary follows.  All courses are Ohio EPA 
approved for wastewater, and listed on their website (under training providers) at: 
http://www.epa.state.oh.us/ddagw/Documents/wastewater%20course%20list.pdf
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This organization looks to establish safe, sustainable drinking water and 
wastewater treatment systems in disadvantaged regions of the world.  
Additional information can be found on their web page: 
http://waterforpeople.org .  

If you or someone you know would like to help out and become a section 
representative on the WFP Committee -

Contact Keith Riley at (330) 963-1111 or email: 
keith.riley@epa.state.oh.us
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The SE section Lab Analyst Committee is still 
in need of someone to serve as the LAC 
chairperson.  This position involves planning 2 
or 3 section meetings per year, sending the 
meeting announcements and registration, 
applying for contact hours and assisting the 
State LAC chair with planning the Annual All 
Section meeting.

If YOU are someone who likes to organize and 
plan, meet new people, see new places, and 
have fun in general, this could be the “job” for 
YOU!

Contact either one of the past chairs:  Nancy 
Taylor, City of Newark, (740) 349-6774 or Amy 
Fuller, City of Zanesville, (740) 455 0641 for 
more information. We are more than willing to 
help get you started.

• Planning and Design
• Funding Assistance
• Regulatory Permitting 

& Negotiation

Columbus, Cincinnati, Toledo, 
Bowling Green, Centerville, Logan

800-340-2743
www.zande.com
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Membership in the SE Section has been 
stagnant.  If you have any ideas to boost 
section membership, please contact Paul 
Matrka at Paul@GO-SMITH.com.
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Basic Wastewater 1

Columbus –
Wednesdays beginning 
November 1, 2006

Fairfield –
Thursdays beginning November 
2, 2006

Marietta –
Tuesdays beginning October 
31, 2006
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(60 contact hours) 20 Weeks 3 hours/night
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Advanced Wastewater 3

Delaware –
Thursdays beginning 
November 2, 2006

Belpre –
Tuesdays beginning October 
31, 2006

Lancaster –
Tuesdays beginning October 
31, 2006

Additional information at 
www.ohiowater.org.
Early application deadline 
October 13, 2006.

Intermediate Wastewater 2

Circleville –
Wednesdays beginning 
November 1, 2006

Fairfield –
Thursdays beginning November 
2, 2006

Belpre –
Tuesdays beginning October 31, 
2006

Byesville –
Wednesdays beginning 
November 1, 2006
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Our first section meeting for 2006-2007 will be held 
on October 12, 2006 at the OSU Wetlands Park.  In 
addition to touring the Park, we will have an array of 
technical presentations including one by Stockholm 
Prize winner Professor William Mitsch, PhD. Founder 
and chief curator of the Park. Also, I feel that with the 
start of a new year, it is a good time to begin a new 
series of articles in the Point Source dedicated to the 
members of the Southeast Section of the Ohio Water 
Environment Association.  

As your Delegate to the Southeast Section since 
2004, I view my principal role to serve as a liaison, 
facilitator and ambassador to the Southeast Section 
and the OWEA to ensure continuity between our 
section and the state, between the four sections and 
between OWEA and between OWEA and other 
“water” organizations.  

One challenge of OWEA is member retention, and 
striving to instill in our members a sense of “value”
associated with OWEA membership.  With a greater 
appreciation of value, it is my desire that our 
members would become active in one or more of our 
standing committees and willing to share their 
knowledge and wisdom acquired over a lifetime.  In 
my own review of our membership list, I am in awe 
over the immense talent that resides in our own 
Section.  

Unfortunately, many of our members view OWEA as 
only a means to acquire contact hours for their 
operator’s licenses.  While I am happy to say that 
OWEA successfully fulfills this vital need at an 
economical cost, this narrow view of our organization 
sells it short in other, less visible virtues—the most 
significant of which is networking opportunities 
outside a formal classroom lecture setting.  As a 
long-term member of the Ohio Water Environment 
Association, I have enjoyed many benefits from 
membership—beginning when I was starting in the 
industry and meeting new people and learning new 
things to now, when I serve the organization in a 
statewide capacity and am still meeting new people 
and learning new things.  One of the hallmarks 
successes is when I see our senior members share 
their knowledge and wisdom with younger members 
who are just beginning in our industry. 
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Dale Kocarek, PE, BCEE

One of our most popular benefits is the 
opportunity to tour various wastewater treatment 
plants in our section.  This is a benefit unique to 
OWEA and WEF.  There has rarely been a time 
in touring a facility when spirited discussion does 
not arise on some element or equipment system 
in terms of its cost, design or operation.  The 
combination of engineers, operators, plant 
managers, administrators and regulators allows 
for spirited discussion on the pros and cons of 
this system and a unique learning opportunity for 
all.  

We are always interesting in hearing from you as 
to what would make OWEA more valuable, and 
enjoyable.  Several sections are exploring 
creative ways to combine training and networking 
to increase value and instill a sense of enjoyment.  
We hope to do the same.

The Southeast Section has a number of 
opportunities for service in one of many standing 
committees:  Government Affairs, Plant 
Operations, Safety and Biosolids to name of few.  
In addition, we are always looking for members to 
write articles for the Buckeye Bulletin on a wide 
array of topics ranging on all aspects of the 
industry.  As your delegate, I want to enhance the 
reputation of OWEA as “the” leader in enhancing 
and protecting the water environment.  If you 
have an interest on servicing on a standing 
committee or preparing articles for the Buckeye 
Bulletin, please contact me at (614) 486-4383.

A benefit of OWEA membership is the ability to tour  
different WWTP facilities
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The Southeast Section has been updating our mailing list based on membership and address 
changes.

Please make sure your membership is current with th e State OWEA to continue 
receiving Southeast Section mailings.

Also, if you know of any section members that have not received The Point Source 
newsletter, please contact Gary Hickman or Tiffany Babinsky (contact information below).

The Winter edition of The Point Source newsletter will be published in December.  Contact 
Gary Hickman with any news or reports no later than November 15, 2006.
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A newsletter for the SEOWEA

Jackson Pike WWTP
2104 Jackson Pike
Columbus, OH 43223

Coordinator: Gary Hickman, 
City of Columbus
glhickman@columbus.gov

Designer: Tiffany Babinsky, 
R.D. Zande & Associates
tiffanybabinsky@zande.com
(contact Tiffany for advertising 
opportunities)

The Point Source is printed by H.R. Gray


