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Promote waste management strategies that 
seek to reduce, reuse and recycle.  Vastly 
improve awareness and participation in 
recycling programs in the community.  Seek 
opportunities to reduce the waste stream of 
solid waste.  Implement programs that address 
all forms of waste, including solid waste, 
wastewater and organic waste.
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Where we were….. Incineration Dependent!

INC
80%

Liquid LA
20%

Jackson Pike Biosolids                        
2009, Dry Tons 

INC
65%

Compost
35%

Southerly Biosolids
2009, Dry Tons



Where we are going….. 100 Percent Beneficial Reuse!
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2014 Plants Combined
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• The City of Columbus Wastewater Treatment Plants 
have a combined annual production of 24,500 Dry tons 
of biosolids.

• 125,000 wet tons of Class B biosolids at 20 percent total 
solids (TS) are produced per year.

• 125,000 wet tons of Class B = 5,500 semi loads per year.
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HARVEST POPLARS AFTER 6-9 YEARS GROWTH



IMPROVING SOIL, REDUCING RUNOFF
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New Lexington Tree Farm – Pike Township, Perry County
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Google Earth Image shows application IN ACTION!
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OPERATIONS CHALLENGES
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Ohio Mulch- DRHP



REALITY CHECK
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AVAILABILITY
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SOLUTIONS

“MAKE HAY WHILE 

THE SUN SHINES”

ALL TERRAIN TRUCK

SHORT TERM STORAGE BUILDING 

ON SITE

QUICK RESPONSE TO AVAILABLE 

MATERIAL AND GOOD WEATHER
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QUESTIONS?



Heather Curtis-Wastewater Soil Applications Coordinator
hmcurtis@Columbus.gov

Bringing 

biosolids 

and 

agriculture 

into the 

public 

eye…

on Mars.

Credit: The Martian, 2015


